
Dr Polly Lord
Policy Lead for Local Government Climate change and Environment, 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government

Polly has been in MHCLG since the start of 2021, leading on two 
portfolios of local government work – the environment (including 
parks, and urban green spaces) and climate change. Prior to that 
Polly worked in Defra on the new agricultural regulation system 
to replace CAP. In her pre-civil service life, she worked as a lawyer 
and academic, specialising in understanding the impacts of law in 
practice.

National picture on parks and urban green spaces: A view from 
central Government

“We know that the last 18 months have fundamentally shifted how 
we live with, use, and rely on our local places. Where previously 
spaces were used as cut-throughs, bustling from one thing to the 
next, those very spaces have become sanctuaries - the only places 
of safety outside of our home.

As we build back better from the Covid pandemic, the renewed 
emphasis on spaces as sanctuaries provides a pivotal moment to 
reimagine what our local places mean to us in the modern world.  
The Government’s priorities of levelling up, and tackling climate 
change, gives us further opportunities to move away from  
traditional constructions of what a “park” is.

And yet, there remains the same barriers as ever – concerns over 
funding and finance, clarity of ask, and local capacity and capability. 

Having the right people, in the right place, with the right finances, 
doing the right thing for their communities is key. How can we work 
together at different levels of Government to achieve that?”

Drew Bennellick 
Head of Land and Nature Policy UK,  
National Lottery Heritage Fund

Drew joined The National Lottery Heritage Fund in 2009 and sits in 
the Business Insight and Innovation Department. Drew provides 
in-house expertise to Trustees, decision-makers and staff on urban 
and rural landscapes, habitat and species conservation, the marine 
environment and environmental sustainability. Drew is a landscape 
architect with experience of both public and private practice. Drew 
previously managed urban parks in Cambridge and Bedford, and 
provided landscape conservation expertise to the English Heritage 
London estate. Drew commissioned the State of UK Public Parks 
reports in 2014 and 2016, created the Rethinking Parks innovation 
programme and initiated the Future Parks Accelerator, a joint 
venture with the National Trust.  

Saving the park in the 21st century

For 25 years The National Lottery Heritage Fund has supported 
many of the UK’s local authorities and communities to save and 
restore our most historic and spectacular urban green spaces. But 
despite years of investment parks continue to have a turbulent 
history and whilst many might be facing their darkest years 
yet, new drivers are beginning to hint at change. How change is 
managed and how it can be harnessed for the good will be key 
to ensuring our parks, with all their social, cultural and natural 
heritage, survive for future generations. So how might The National 
Lottery Heritage Fund best support parks in to the 21st century? 

Further information

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/our-work/landscapes-parks-nature/
public-parks-urban-green-spaces  

SPEAKERS 

WELCOME TO OUR 2021 CONFERENCE, HELD  
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN A HERITAGE GREEN SPACE.

This conference brings together government representatives with national 
leading green space and heritage organisations to explore the vital role that green 

heritage such as parks, play in our post lockdown society. Conserving and managing 
landscapes, features, buildings, structures, wildlife and flora and making them 

accessible for communities is at the heart of the work of the parks professional. 

Our experts will share current national strategy, best practice, and workshops will 
provide practical opportunities for delegates to apply policy to their own space.



Jenifer White 
National Landscape Adviser, Historic England

Jenifer is one of Historic England’s six landscape architects.  
She leads on policy, research and guidance and works closely  
with colleagues in the regional teams.  In her landscape planning 
and conservation career, Jenifer has worked for local government 
and national government agencies. She got involved in the 
restoration of historic parks following the 1987 Great Storm. 

Jenifer has a keen interest in public parks, cemeteries and urban 
green spaces and has been involved in public park policy since 
2000.  Her current work focuses on the role of historic public parks 
in climate adaptation, green infrastructure and communities’ 
health and wellbeing. 

Our public park heritage

Jenifer and Erika Dias Petersen will discuss the importance of  
our public park heritage, and the Midlands’ historic parks.  

Jenifer will open with an overview of the historic and cultural 
significance of these parks. She will discuss their important 
role as key features in green infrastructure,  and some of the 
conservation and management challenges.  Jenifer’s talk will 
include Greenkeeper data commissioned by Historic England this 
year which evaluates the benefits of the registered public parks 
in eight cities.  

Further information 

Public Parks, Cemeteries and Urban Green Spaces:  
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/technical-advice/parks-gardens-
and-landscapes/public-parks-cemeteries-and-urban-green-spaces/ 

Register of Parks & Gardens:  
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/what-is-designation/registered-
parks-and-gardens/ 

How to apply for listing/registration:  
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/apply-for-listing 

 @JeniferJWhite

 @HE_HeritageAdvice

Erika Diaz Petersen 
Landscape Architect, Midlands Region

Erika is a chartered landscape architect specialising in historic 
parks and gardens, and the regional Landscape Architect for the 
Midlands for Historic England. Prior to working for Historic England, 
she worked as a consultant on conservation management plans, 
masterplans and major restoration projects for historic parks and 
gardens. In addition to her role with Historic England, she is the 
Chair of the Landscape Institute East Midlands Branch and a Trustee 
of the Nottinghamshire Gardens Trust. 

Park and garden heritage in the Midlands – The role of Historic 
England and how we can support parks managers

Erika will provide an overview of parks and gardens heritage in 
the Midlands with a particular focus on sites listed on the National 
Heritage List for England. She will introduce the role of the Historic 
England advice in the region, and how they can help provide advice 
on historic parks and other green heritage such as cemeteries, as 
well as listed buildings and scheduled monuments that are often 
located within them. 

Further information – Historic England Midlands Regional Office:  
https://historicengland.org.uk/about/contact-us/local-offices/
midlands/

Paul Todd
Accreditation Manager, Green Flag Award

Paul Todd has worked at Keep Britain Tidy since 2009 and is 
responsible for the Green Flag Award, Blue Flag Award, Seaside 
Award and Green Key programmes.

Paul’s involvement with the Green Flag Award and Green Heritage 
Site Accreditation began in 2003. During the past 18 years the 
number of sites flying the Green Flag Award has increased from 
182 to over 2,200 with sites in 14 countries outside the UK including 
Finland, Australia, the United Arab Emirates and USA.  The Green 
Flag Award scheme celebrates its 25th Anniversary this year.

Celebrating Heritage – The Green Heritage Site Accreditation

Paul’s presentation will consider how the Green Heritage Site 
Accreditation, supported in England by Historic England, can 
support parks and green spaces in understanding, conserving 
and sharing the heritage value of the site. It will outline the entry 
requirements, the application and assessment process and look 
at the criteria that sites will be assessed against, as well as 
celebrating the diversity of parks and green spaces that have 
achieved the Accreditation.

www.greenflagaward.org



Jane Findlay
President of the Landscape Institute

Jane Findlay is a landscape architect, the founding director of 
Fira and President of the Landscape Institute. An experienced 
master planner and designer of large and complex projects, Jane 
has particular expertise in the design of healing landscapes for 
healthcare and has delivered some of the largest and most complex 
healthcare projects in the UK. Jane is a pioneering exponent of 
‘place-making’ and the importance of health and wellbeing in the 
way that people experience buildings and the spaces we create 
within, around, and connecting places.

Reimagining the Park; future of Green Heritage

What does future green heritage look like? Why creating and 
managing our future heritage must tackle current environmental 
and social challenges, and what skills are needed to shape our 
future green heritage?

•  The challenges (climate, biodiversity, health and 
social equity)

•  A policy approach (A Greener Recovery)

•  An opportunity (skills gap, career choice, 
professional qualifications)

•  The solution? (changing perceptions - award 
winning projects and concepts to inspire)

Further information

Greener Recovery:  
Landscape Institute’s Policy Paper and Parks and Green Spaces 
Supplementary Paper, Autumn 2020  
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/policy/greener-recovery/ 

Climate change and biological diversity:  
Landscape Institute’s response and commitments to address  
the climate crisis  
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/policy/climate-change/ 

Skills:  
Landscape Institute Competency Framework and Entry Standards  
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/education/introducing-the-new-
entry-standards-and-competency-framework/ 
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Registration, refreshments and networking

Introduction 
Liz Stuffins, Chair of Midlands Parks Forum

Councillor Lee Breckon, Lead Member for 
Resources, Leicestershire County Council

‘Grateful’ video narrated by Sam Girdham, 
Century Theatre Manager

Dr Polly Lord, Policy Lead for Local Government 
Climate change and Environment, Ministry of 
Housing Communities and Local Government
National picture on parks and urban green 
spaces: A view from central Government

Drew Bennelick, Head of Land and Nature Policy 
UK, National Lottery Heritage Fund
Saving the Park in the 21st Century

B R E A K

Jennifer White, National Landscape Adviser, 
Historic England
Our public park heritage

Erika Diaz Petersen, Landscape Architect, 
Midlands Region, Historic England
Park and garden heritage in the Midlands – The 
role of Historic England and how we can support 
parks managers

Paul Todd, Accreditation Manager, Green Flag Award

Jane Findlay, President of the Landscape Institute
Reimagining the Park; future of Green Heritage

Lunch, Multiple Locations

Opening of Afternoon Session, James Dymond, Vice 
Chair of Midlands Parks Forum

Workshop Session 1

Change Over to Workshop 2

Workshop 2 (repeat of above)

Refreshments and return to main theatre

Chair, Liz Stuffins and Vice Chair James Dymond, 
Midlands Parks Forum. Summary of the day and 
closing remarks



National Lottery Grants for Heritage 2021-22

Opportunity to learn about grants that the Heritage Fund currently 
offers and also information on our updated outcome requirements 
and our strategic plan for the next three years. 

Mark Humphries and Debbie Cooper, Engagement Officers, 
National Lottery Heritage Fund.

Mark was formerly in teaching, before working as an Education 
Officer on a three-year Heritage Fund project. Mark then went 
to work at The Fund as an Investment Manager and now as an 
Engagement Officer. Mark has experienced all sides of the funding 
process, which greatly helps his engagement work.

Debbie has worked in the heritage and arts sector for over 10 
years. Previous roles include Engagement Curator, Arts for Health 
Manager and was previously Head of Fundraising at a multi-venue 
museum trust. Debbie has been the recipient of multiple National 
Lottery Heritage Fund applications, which has taken Debbie into 
Archives, Prisons, Libraries, NHS Trusts across the UK. 

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/ 

Incorporating Heritage into Management Plans

Erika Dias Petersen Landscape Architect, Midlands Region, 
Historic England 

Erika will provide a brief overview of incorporating heritage into 
management plans, including guidance resources. We will discuss 
the value of conservation management plans, and the process 
of developing these to guide management and to help support 
applications for funding. 

https://historicengland.org.uk/about/contact-us/local-offices/
midlands/

INDOOR 1 – MAIN THEATRE

INDOOR 2 – STUDIO ROOM

Stuart Warburton  and Bryan Hallam from Snibston Heritage Trust 
will share their expertise on this tour of the industrial and green 
heritage of Snibston Colliery Park.

OUTDOOR 1 – SNIBSTON HERITAGE TRUST TOUR

Leicestershire County Council Ranger Andy Riley will provide 
this tour and talk around Snibston Colliery Park focusing on new 
facilities, including pump track, mountain bike and cycling facilities.

Michelle Walde, Accreditation, Learning & Development Manager

Michele has worked for the Green Flag Award programme for 11 
years, eight of those at Keep Britain Tidy. She is responsible for 
the recruitment, training and development of over 700 volunteer 
judges for our accreditation programmes.  She also develops 
bespoke training to meet the needs of organisations who are 
seeking to improve the delivery of their service and the quality 
of their green spaces. Michele is an associate of the Chartered 
Institute of Professional Development

Lynsey Atherton, Flag Development Officer

Lynsey Atherton began her career at Keep Britain Tidy in 2008 
and is currently employed as Flag Development Officer. Lynsey 
is responsible for ensuring the accreditation programmes are 
delivered effectively, efficiently and following ISO 9001 standards.

She has a wealth of experience in seaside and green spaces 
and provides invaluable advice to potential applicants to help 
them improve their facilities and meet the rigorous standard of 
Green Flag Award, Blue Flag or Seaside Awards and the Green Key 
programme for sustainable tourism establishments.

Michelle and Lynsey provide a practical session on creating a 
Green Flag Heritage Assessment.

OUTDOOR 2 – RANGER TOUR

OUTDOOR 3 – GREEN FLAG HERITAGE ASSESSMENT

Thank you to our sponsors Thank you to our supporters


